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Tai tré tién tdc-xi & cudi Pwing Ndm Mwoi gin 18i
vaoe Ciu Tau 90 trén Sbng Hudson. Mii nwéc bién va diu
clu, m@t th¢ mii hdi dé gei kyu'c, trong phut chéc dwa
t6i tr& v& v6i Trian Chau Cing va Ford lsland, va véi hem
muwdi cdi vioh diy nhivng tau 43 b bj dim clng' véi cac o
xe 10i nwée va xac llgﬂ'O'l, nhir chuygn vén thwyog xiyra. O
phong ki®m soat di tri gan ciu phao vé phia chiéc Queen
Victoria, mdt tigp 3ai vién ca bén tau Cunard ldy hanh ly ‘
clia t6i khdi tay ngwdi phu vic, va bdo tdi: e

— Thwa 5ng, &8 161 xich cho, vi tir'ddy 18n tau h
‘phén sy cda téi. \

Giong néi cla anh ta lam cho t3i &3t nhidn phé Luan
d6n. ‘

Nhén vién . cia hing thu kidm sodt vé v 8
thdng hanh chd t8i roi dwa cho tdi nhu'ng mau gidy khai
béo. Toi di trén ciu phao ¢6 mdi che buéc lén boong héng
mit cla chiéc Victoria, vui thd mft céch ky la khi thay
06 van khong c6 gl thay ﬁol, viri mat san chii mdn gin
nhw tre. xwrong trang. va cae khung cira long ki€ng d&u
d6ng kfn. T6i di vao bén trong va bwéec xuSng nhirng néc
thang rdng 16t gb sdi, t&i boong chinh va phong tri lrong
thyre. Phong t0i mang s5 M-31 & mdt hanh lang phia ‘tay
phai. Cira phdng dang mé& sfn va mdt gi bdi thn cé thin
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" hinh nh3 nhr mdt con chim dang loay hoay gitra ddng
hanh 1j bén canh cia. Anh ta ding thﬁng lén khi trong
~ thiy t6i va vodt lai mai tée 18 ra ngoai cdi md 36t l@ch vé
phia eau.
. Téi héi :
- — Cé phdi anh la ti8p dai vién cla t3i, phong M-31 ?
— Da phii. Thwa ong, tén t6i la Em, v hét tleug
~ <her» khéng c6 chir <h-. Tlnra ong, dng c6 cin t61 gilp
uéc gl khéng ? -
— Hién gw thi chwra, nheng anh nho' mang tri cho
_ 181 moi budi. sdng ldc bdy gidr, sau khi tiu da nhd nee.
— Da, t6i € nho. Thua 6 oOng, tra thit dam, hay loai -
tlnro'ng ? .
- — Loai thwdmg thﬁl Anh ciing phy trach cac phbng tir
M-39 cho téi M-45, phéi khong ?
- — Da phii. Daisy va toi phu trach tdt cd céc. phong
phla mii tau.
— Téise khong cin téi Daisy. Lan nay khong ¢ vo
t6i di theo,
— Ong 1i Ong Dunbar. Tdi con nhé ng va Ba Dunbar
— 38 t6i c0 nhé 15 lai, ¢d phai da sdu nsm r6i ?
— Phii, dnng viy. Aoh c6 tri nhé rat tot. Vo t6i da
_tir trdn. . '
T6i buéc chin vao trong phong véi ky niém tran ddy
trong tam tri. Téi hinh ohe cbn trong thiy dwgc chifcdo
ngh mau tring cia Martha ligpg trén giwdmg bén canh dém
culi cing ' clia ching t3i trén tau trong chuyén vwet bidn
dau tién sau ngiy ching téi thanh bén. Téi hinh nher con
nghe dwgc tiéng nang dang hat  trong phong tim sau lung
16i. Martha di tir triin m{t nidm sau, trong mdt tai nan phi
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co cla hiing Hang Khéng Auh & gan Afﬁtm, glfi's lnc '

nang dang bay di giip t6i khi t5i tré vé sau mdt chuyés
cong tic ben Ax-cép Bi gan bay nidm trdi qus, thd ma hinh

anh cluec éo ngl van cbm khién o t6i nghen ngao 3&13.

budt mai lin tdi hdi twing.
Err buéc theo sau lung toi.

— Thua 6ng, hanh 1j ctia 6ng &i c6 A4 r3i. Néu 61*‘
mudn, tbi 88. m& ‘cdi tdi 16n nay ra va treo lén cho 6ug. Cat- -

céc 39 dac kbac tdi a8 thdo m& sau.

— Anh khdi phdi thio mé& gi hé&. Tsi thlch ty lni i
ify. Téi dinh &i lén phong ngogn cinh udng mdt ly- e, -

khéng bidt trén 46 da mé& cira chwra ?

~ — Thwa dng, m& rdi. Téi virs trOné thay George dan|

su'ai soan khi t6i xudng ddy. .
— Hioh khich 8§ #n treea teén tau chi ? -

_.— Thwa 60g, didog thd. Chuyén thu pay chi x& dyng

.

mgt phong én, vichi c6 mot trim nim mwoi sdu hmh khach

81 vé hang phit. Hién gi¥ vin con chwa diing mia du lich.

T6i 1 haoh khéch duy nhét trong phong ngoan cinh.
Toi ngdi trén mot chiée ghe d3u & quiy. Trwée d kinli ngac
clia tdi, vién quin’ If ciing con nhé tbi. George vin mang déy

huy chtro-ng Pé Nhl The& Chién tren bd ¥ " phuc ddc bnét

cha twp dii viéae,

— Thwa Ong, lin nay 6ng co muﬁn toi duyét qui

danh sich cic. hanh khach cho éng ?

. — L& tdt phién la eé. George, anh hay khoi sy tﬁ-“_"’.
biy gity, cin nhat phai kin ddo va kj hrdyog. - SR
, ~ Ong c6 bi&t thu di bt d3u ohd neo ? Miah dang'
rdi khdi b#n ndy d8 nbwong chd cho chife Qaeen Mary -
. vae. Mich 88 gip né trong lic i ra. Qui thit minh khﬁn&_;-
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i — G&m o'nanh ‘Téi nén xuonglay hitc do cdp cvu.
“ Téi ofp ska ﬂu—ng }én r&i khdi chi€e ghe diu, nhung
Wi i ogirng Jal va ngoinh lui kki t6i cAm thily c6 ai dung
nhg vio cinh tay 16i. Toi nhin thing vio d6i mit mau khéi
jam cua Momque de Ménard, va chet xso xuy?n trong long.
Bilt cit lic ndo trdng thiy &6 mit cla nang, t8i lai khong
- khdi bBi ¢8i. Vira quay lui dd tréng thiy mdt céch bit

ugd khién t6i phai gidt migh. B6i mit pay lam t8i liéo
. twéng dén mau nwéc cla dong Gulf Stream.
7 Naog ién tifng :

— Kinb cbao dng Dunbar. Téi hy vong dug khdng voi

¥ 8i trwée kbi t8i dwrge m¥i 6ng mét ly nrq'u, C.huyen g
N 'V'@Y’ George ? .
o Tei &dp :
..~ — Rinh chio ¢b. Toi chi &lph di xu&ng laychléc do
) eap tiFa. Gevrge chio hey trede khi dn troa 88 c6 cufe

theo difn cho cic hanh khich phdng lic thu ngd nan. B3
~ t6i iy luép éa clia cb ohin thE ? Theo ti biét minh ciing

& chubg binh lang. ;

Néng c6 vé bt hodng, vira bio vira dit bnn tay 18p

cinh tiy cda t6i:

- — Khang, khéng. Téi ss trdé vé phong va Iy éo.
George, ssh lam on pha cho t4i mdtly Dubonnet trong hic
161 &i 18y do.

T8l tr& lén trwéc nang. Téi 15y mot ban trong ra phisa
cira va say. swa ngdm nihg bwéc tu'ﬁg buwéc dii khosn thai

- trog ldc nang tré lgi véi chiér do cBp ciru ton tem trén
- cdph tay. Bd 1a mft nét duyén ding ty nhién khong phai
- b¥t cik mét ngurdri bin ba ndo cii 1g c6 dwge, ngay ¢k nhitng
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cb gii kidu miu 5¥i tapg cling 15t it ngudi cd ding—'a-: |
m‘ay. N;mg .28 sudng phe Wie ahog ngdl trong nhi cla Ted
ma toi vin con ohé 16, mét cich thidng thin, khong ‘bt
nghiéng. minh. o

— Chic cd di tirng Iamngu-o'lman? LTS

Naug ddp: . g '

— T6i xin cim on éngve. 101 khen b&ggﬁ d6 6q

en c¢ vao diuma nghinhe viy ?

— Theo cich ¢ bwdc di. Theo cich ¢d ngih xuﬁn.

— Ong quan sit tok 1§ qod.

— By chl Iz m§t vin &% nghs" nﬂngp Toi ik m@'!
kf gid-

— ThE thl B khes cda tof trd ndn v3 dityén mﬁt rdi.
Nhing 6ng da dodn rat dung. t6i da lam nguwdi mbu mé
tiieri gisn, treeére khi 168 qué gia khdng cdon fhick hop vé'l
rghé 44 nira.

Nang bjt cudi khi tring thiy td1 nhi&ch way, rBi nél :
tiép .

— O that ma ! Téi da hai miwoi tém, vh nhe thE B
qua gi2. Nhwng t& xin cdin on 8ng d&@ t5 & hodh toam
nghi agér, B cling 13 mét cach kben vd cing t8 nhi. ‘

T8i vn ohin ning v&i tAt ck thich thé trong lc ble 4

. — Bt c si ciog phai cd nhin xét nhw 8. - -

Poan t5i A0t ught hdi : |

— Anh cb o6 dwgckhle khobg ?

Ning do dy wét lét mdi tr o, ‘Wang chép nhani
mit dwdng nhy kivdng sac nhdn thily &rgt. Ning nhin (08
v# ich mit hdn uhico, bE ogohi trh ﬁnh. ﬁhu-ng ben
trong ph#t dinh dang lo ngal. Nhog néi s

— Khdng khoe iam. Aph &y bi m mm&ﬂu
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sau, hoi ch&ch ¥ bén trai. Vi thé, anh &y gin ohw... mit
thing bing. P6 1a mft didn hét séc xui xdo, vhdt Ia vi
quuea ludn ludn say séng mdi khi di tau.
— Nhe viy chic dng Ay 86 khong lén &n du-qc" Thé
ma tdi 4§ wéc mong dwoc gp Ong dy.
— Anh &y khdng bao gi¥r 1én &n trén boong tau. Téi
wvan thudrmg ché phao anh t8i vé chuyén 46, bdi vi anh &y
di tirng & trong Khéng Quin trong thiri chién tranh, r0i
sau 36 theo Khéng Chién. Anh &y c\'mg rit khé chiu vi
. cdi t§t nay. Chﬁng thi 43 phai dua anh dy lén boong trong
- mét chibc gh8 c binh xe —anh iy khong thé bwéc di m6t
-~ minh.
f — V} bic i didutri trén tau sin séc sirc khde cho
—_ Khling, anh a ay khéng ch;u. Anh &y nhat thiét dei

- gip vi bdc si riéng cua anh dy & Balé. Nhung chic chin

anh 61 85 qua khdi. Anh ydd di tau nhw thé pay nlneu Bn
o)

— Va cd ciing vay ? o

Nnng mim cudi véi t6i, khong hé méi. Nang nghiéng
minh v& phia tewdc A8 dui tat di€u thude 14, T8i khang the
- khéng 48 y thdy, trong lic nang cr 4)ng, chiéc do lua tring
clia pang lay chuydn tya hd hai gd ngye cla nang dang bi
giam him bén dwéi. G dong tuy nhe nhing ma lasi him
sic biét bao mé ddm. Nhwng nang chwa kip tra 1&i thi chudng
reo bao hi¢u cude thyrc tip trén:tiu sip bit diu. Nang udng

can coc rwgu clia nang rdi dit xudng, va bio 6i :

" .. — Chic mich phii di ngay bay git. Theo tdi biét, ong
va 16i 85 ngdi chung ban. trong phong an. Toi 88 giip lai ong
: 'trong bu'a com trwa. .
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Téi ngac nhién khﬁng hiu nang lam- sao lnet tlu'qc
Chinh t8i con chra ghé ban gifly trwdng ban tiép dai d8 hdi
thim vé& vu diit ban in.

Téi héi ning ¢ |

~— C8 vui long ubng mét ly véi i trwée biva An t8i?
Chilc triréc bira trwa khéng the pao cé thi gior dwge. |

— Cém on dvg. Téi xin nhan 10'1. Vao gior nao?

— Sdu gitr. Tai dﬁy. :

—~ Tai o8 Jén day. - \

Néi doan, ning mim cwdri v bwdo dl, dong du’a chlﬁc

éo cip céu tya b3 44 1s myt chi do chodng mang theo minh
cho ¢6 1¢. Td1 udng can ly bia va di theo ning.



