T()l gan nhu' qm huyt gio luc vé téri nha kbo,
'['leng lén dan trén khiu sung clia Momque lam t6i giat mmh
dirng buwéc & ngay ngoai cira. Tuy miédng khé ran, t4i van
phai i cd gang huyt gi6 mdtvai dm diéu cda bai «Aupréss,

.

Chdvm anh aang cha ngon den pm chiéu thing vao mit i -

chura diy mbt g:ay ddng hd rdi- tit ngay trong lde Momque
chay dén gan t6i, Khiu sing luc ning né trong tdi do
choang clia nang cham vao mmh toi khi nang vong hai
canh tay quanh ¢d tol. o
o Ning vira thé virs bio :

— Suyt nﬁ'a aoh bl em bin rdi. Stuart, theo ¥ em minh
nén di ngay. ?lgou phi trwéng ¢é nhicu choyéa ndo dong.

Téi nhin theo )i nang chi. Con dwng gin nhét thuje
klm vrc phi tnro'ng chi céch ching t6i 46 mdt ciy s0 rudi
- ve phla dwéi, Téi cd thd trong thiy mor vai ludng dnh rdng "
‘thit manh bung l1én & bén pay con duing. Nbitu doh de'nr '
pha di abng doc theo hai ben mép dudng. Toi co.the trong
10 khong cé mdt déu higu nio chlrng t6 c6 mt chiéc mdy
bay chuln Bi cét canh, R&i 16i boog c6 § nghi nhiFng ngon
dén pha dang ngirng r3i réic bén canh ph1 dao chioh 12 nhing

cln&: xe vép tai dang dwa bon lioh gic dén may bay,

Téi dodn bu_:t ngay sy thé, Hoic bon ching da biét ching”
t6i khong con & trong lau dai, hodic ching da phdt gidc Anson



cung tén linh bj thwong. Truaong hop nio ciing nguynglp.
~ Chiing 16i da khién che chiing mau doin biét vi giet mit téa
gac ngodi bao lan, ‘
Monique ngdi sat vao mioh 16 trong ldc clmng t6i tir

tir liixe trén con dudrng gd ght vao laing Bragawick. Truwée
khi vao d&n trung tim i biét danh phiimao him bitdén
pha. Ngay lic vira bit dén lén to; chot d2 y thiy mot com
dwirng 1€ vé phla tay phai. Toi Hién queo vao d6, long trim -
tré hy vong né sé i tiép con dmmg chay ra bir bién khdi
phii biog ngang Bragawick va gin bén tao, Nhin vé phia
' trwére, t5i c6 thE trong thiy con dwdorng nay chay sit mé doag
_cha phi trwiig, Nhung & diy khong thidy bong ding mit '
-chi&c phi co pao va ciing Ehﬁng co linh gac.
. Trong léc im ling ldi xe, 15i ¢d giog nghi ra métcach
. gy xdo trgn d& khién cho bon- chung hurong moi chd §

" cich xa cin ctr hoa tien. Téi ciing mudn <ho chiing khimg
liru tim khu vere bai bién. Tioh todn thiri gian la vin &8
sinh tir. LG tit nhién t3i khong dai gi coog khai giy rdi’
trir phi biét chac ring cudc tau thoat cia chung toi da bi
~ phat giic. |

" . Doandwing chay doc theo bii bxenkhbng duﬁ.-
-N6 ving quanh vinh Genn'y i chay xuBng bai bidn t5i ol
" dén, Vil muiri mdt ciy 60 tir phia trén Bragawick téi mé
_ biic clia bai bitn & eo b Lunna chi cin mot thoi gian bom
mwiri lim phiit 1a cing. Con bdn mwai phiit nira méi déa
" gitr ben cdia tiém thiy dinh trir phitau t&i s6m Toi bt
khéng the hy vong dwoc chuyén dé.

Trong lic con duirng chay vong quanh trr vé phia tiy

oam qua khdi didm d45i dién véi dio Luans, c6 mdt com
" @urirng 1 khé thing queo vé ngd tay phii. D6 Ia dwrdrng chay
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tré vé phi trworng va trai lioh. Monique dap nhe vio cinh
. tay t6i va chi v& phia bén mit khi ching t6i qua ng ba.
— C6 -dnh dén pha chay téi phia nay.
Tbi Liéc ‘nhanh r3i nhin trg lai con dwirng minh dang
chay, Béacip déo pha dang queo ra khdi khy vire trai lich,
Tit e dSu lor®hign loai dén cda chide Land Rover, Tay dodn
¢ I& d6 Ia bdn cHidc xe van 13i ch& diy nhirng binh linh,
Biy gior thi 16i tia chic ring bon ching da bi&t ching t8i
bi miat tich va 43 dodn ding 4nh dén xe cta chﬁhg téi. Cude
truy na chﬁvg toi dang khéi s, Bay gio da tai lic cin giy
r8i. Toi biét rdt cé thE bon ching s& tim dwroc noi ching
t6i &n trdn, nhwog dii sao ciing phai hanh dong. Pidu 8t
_ yéu la 16i sy chi ¥ clia ching ra xa ching t6i cang nhidu
cang tdt. R : S
Téi lang xe vio 18 duwong va quay sang Monique.

— Anh s& c8 ging 1am cho bon ching twéng ring
minh d& quay trd }gi BragaWick va bén tau. Anh mudn
em hiy roi khdi xe vi tim ch§ nip ‘trong mot khe dj
ngoai bai bidn. Bi véi anh, d% anh chi cho.

Tai chay véi nang lén dinh mét bo 45 13m chém
cich duong chirng hai chuc thwée, Téi fim dwoe mot
~ khe h& chay dii tir trén dinh xulng téi bai cét & phia
dwai. o . .
| T5i bio nang: o

— Em hidy theo sit anh va nfu chit vio'vai anh,

®  Ching t3i tut din theo khe cit min xudng bai bidn.

~ T&i ddy khe, 18i queo phii va kéo Monique téi dwéi mi -

thng clly kim twée moc tir trong by di chia ¢hoh ra
trém mit eit,
T6i difn :

4



~ — Em biy & dayeha;mhmath":.m'.h'.au&lﬁ
N‘llg xoay mit 1én va ti hon nang. N‘-:gdan lmwn.
——lﬁnulennghcanh '
T&dehchomngm@tklunhenhntreo ik
mn&kwummylpmmnpm.mw
lé.tr&ngtrqclu,vmﬂénphnbit sing, hy vong bom
7__'f'aetr6ngthaytontr&xclm Doan thj nhin lat gy
,bnnhxeanuomatdwngdltronglncchleeu':
. chomtmtrlro'c.lnmlncmﬁtthelnqlunh-\’hh
lt i mjt hy,tm vira 1y mdy trayin tin nhn it
nim,nolvaomay.
.~ A},Ted?
Titng néi cmTedvmglmun mot lntunﬂm.
—Teddiy.Stuart. _
dmgamhgtchnngmotvs.(‘rdoeogn&
t‘tkhong’ -
—Xeoodnngchayrﬁn rip trén eondwbngmkh& )
W dhi ephamm.ChacbwchungdahmthayAnm
"~ Toi 8ap :
;- — Khdng com nghlngo'glmn.Nhleu toanhnhilng
dilnngbatbonmmh._ ,

Giong néi cia Ted c6 vé vai thi

. —6’ dayvmchu’aco gi 10n xdn. Thoo em pb&‘
doén, c¢6 1€ chiing s ddi phién gacmlucmn'h hai gidr
Hmya-—honc troée 46 mét chit—vi Anson v8a xuft tlnn_
tir Hai Quin. Tir diy dén a6 chio ] khbng ©6 ai vio - -
“noi nay Iam g -
— Chi dirng qud tmt!r&ng nlm‘ vly Hay eﬁm
day tnro'c mudri hai git khnya.
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i T01 18 chide xe chay lén, qua kh3i con duwirng 18 vao
' pllnru'o'ng gﬁn hai éﬁy e8. Téi day, -t nhdy xudng vn fim

mét hon 34 nang  bén 18. Hon dé vira @3 ‘niing a8 &8 sdt chén '

gnxuﬁng san Xe. 'l‘ﬁi k& né vao dung vi tri. Miy xe gim lén,
lam rung déng mn thé chlec xe.

" Gii cho ci¥a xe phia tai x€ md, toi gai s§ that nbanh
tGi 80 16n ohit khi chi€c Land Rover vira bit ddu ¢6 trém.
Chiéc xe hoi logang choang v1 téi sang 86 'qud vhanh. Cubi |
cling 15i vira lin minh ra ngoal ctra, vira bé quat tay lai vé
phia tay phai. . _

~ Vai bén mit cha téi cham vao. 06 gai bén 13 duwong, .
trong liic t6i‘cfl binb tinh d8 lin tron cho khdi bi thwong,
véi khiu tidu lién kep chdt sit nguc bdng cd hai cénh‘tay, '
phe mgt thd mén Sm qua béng sau khi vira chyp dwege va
deng t€ nhao trén mit dat, -

Khi téi ngirng Tén, d3u éc téi da chodng véng. Tél |

qm gdi Ien, vira kip txeng thay chiéc Land Rover nghmng o

vé mot bén trong ldc leo 18 va tiép tuc phong lén mat g16c7'- ’

~ ve phia b da, Lic lén téi dinh gide, 18c 4§ cha xe van

 cdn khﬁng dudi mot trim cay s6 gid. Theo diing diic tinh °
d8c bist cda né, chiéc Land Rover qua that 12 loai x¢ léo"
gxﬁc phanh khong kém }ic chay trén dwdng bang
: Chidc xe virgt ludn mép b da khié cao va phidng ra
ngodi khoang khong phia #rén bai cit chirng hai thwée.
Qay cin trwéc ofm ‘xudng cat, 1bi chi€c xe 1it ndm ngira, i
. trong lic- bdn bach xe vdn quay tron trong kh6ng khi nhw .
mdy cii chan cha mft con bo hiung bi lat ngu-a & cach 16i
: ﬂan chue tlmorc. R .
" Téi tudt xuong b dd va chay vé phia chlec xé, tay mod -
tim hﬁp que;t. T6i nhit quyét lam cho né phii' chdy.’ Nhung
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€01 khoi cin nhoc cong. Toi vira chay dwge nim edu bede
thl mdt t:eng nd hit ngrge vio mit t6i, lam tdi phii th&i
lui. Téi ngd xuSog bii cit min v qoi g8i mdt hdi, nhin
chiéc xe bbc chay, nhi¥ng ngon ira nhe nhu-ng chide e
40 twoi li€m ko oo tri dém. Khéi den cudn cudn tudn
viio biu khong khi cudog nd. Trong ldc 46, tirng lan séng
bién van khoan thai lan 1én 48 rira sach bal cat cich chd

xe chiy khoing mwdi thwéc. Tsi khong lo sg bon ching -
88 chay toikip.

Trong khi ddng chay trd v& noi Momque in ndp doo
‘theo bii bién cach xa gin hai cdy 53, tdi bong nghe tiéng
néi cia Ted vaog 12a tir chi€c may truyéa tin nhé ?

— Stuart ! Lira chay & ddu viy ?

_ Tsi vira tho hn h&n vi phdi chay teén mit cét lun. -
vira dap : o

— Ké du dich cda t6i. Chiéc Land Rover vira chay

ra khdi b di lit ngwoc trén bai bidn va dang chdy. Chd.
biy mau chav ra khdi chd dé !

Roi t31 phai litu mang queo ln noi cét cing ho-n

R c6 the chay nhanh. Téi bi€t nhw the t6i 88 bi ké nie
dang di trén doing trong thiy. Nhwng t5i cin mao hidm
méi hy vong khéng bi todn xe tmy-ni chay t&i bat gip.
" Chay trén cat, du cit khong Yin, 1a mdt vige rat khé.
T0i twdng chirog trai tim cha téi s nd tung ra tredc
. khi t5i tr& v& duoc noi t8i 48 Monique ngdi chtr dwdi
bbng cdy kim twéc. Qui nhidn cb chuyén tré: ngei xay ra -
diéng phe t6i lo s¢. Toi vira chgy qua khoi ngx’i ba chirng
mQt trim thwée thi 15 nghe ti€ng b8n chi€c xe vin i
rd ga phong vé phia con dirirng ven bidn. Tdi litn bd léa
b%r da va nep minh vao dé mot lit mi thiy énb den tiéa
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t&6i gin ngé ba. _

" Doim xe b&t t§¢ 30 d¥ chuln bi queo mit. Chide
din ddu cé vé ngdn ngai trong gidy 1at, T6i th& ra mot
hoi nbe nhom khi doan xe queo trdi vé phia chiéc Land
Rover dang chdy va lai gia ting t§c 9.

Téi nghe thung xiing cia chi€c Land Rover nd vang
dipg hic dy. Lira bay tung tée 1én cao va lai chay di doi.
Tdi deo vao by da, thé mot hdi, thim cAm ta Péc Chda.
Nhuwng t6i khong thé phi pham  nhidu théri givr vao vide
. nay. T6i d@ miat mét chit thoi giy 48 ddoh lac hwéng,
nhirng téi ciing dd kéo cudc tim kiém cla bon chiog téi .
mdt noi chi cich difm hen clia ching t6i chwa diy hai
ciy.s8. Néu trén tau clia ching c6 ké nao tréng thdy diu
hi¢u thi khoog khdc gi tdi &3 chi chd .cho ching. Néu
t6i doan khéng sai thi ching pbii ch¥ cho ngon l¥a bét
- chdy manh mét chit méi c6 th8 biét r5 ching t5i khong
bi chdy theo xe. Nhwng ti cin phdi xir dung thoi gid
" thit khon khéo, néu khéng s& khong con th¥i gir 48 tdu
thodt. . | '

Toi tryt xudng bl dd-va lai chay. Nh& dwec nghi
ngoi mot Mic, t6i da bét mét. Tdi lo chay va gii cho hei’
thd dwoe d%u din d8n ndi eujt qua Ebdi noi Monique
" dang chir 10i. '

‘ Ning cdt ti€ng goi: .

~ Stuart !

Tbi dirng chan, chay tré lgi, bd vao bén canh wang,
thé khong ra hoi. Nang thi thim tiép :

— Em twdng anh d3 b chay khi em trong thy lia
- chay.

Tsi trd loi :

2
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* .

, . — Ch1 c6 chiéc Land Rover chdy. Minh ciing khong
‘lm th&i gian dwoe bao nhiéu, Rit c6 th® ching s€ bi ket
& d6. Cho t&i khi ia tit. Va ching #6 thidy khdng ¢6 .
mmh trong xe. Anh hy vong chiing sé tuv&ng minh chay
~ vé ngad Bragawick. Nhlrng anh khong dam ca an chac nhy
- thé. , .
’ Nang mé vao ¢S tay téi.

-

— May gitr roi ?
** Toi lisu mang che tay chup dnh den pin lén mit )

- dong ho.

— Muoi m6t givr bén 1 mwoi lam. Con muwdi lim
phit nifa, néu minh may min. Nhong Hlﬁng 6 Ted.

- Toi bdm ndt mdy truyén tin. :

— Ted ! Chd con lam gl nira : Chi con mudi lEm
phat ! :

S A- lo, Stwart. Van chwa xong, Cé 1& phai mat
muwoi hoac muwdi lam phut nira. Cii gi ma gip rdt viy ?
Chra t&i mudi hai' gidr khuya ma.

_ — Chic chd s& khong téi ddy kip. Va téi kbong the
- gir tiém thdy dinh 48 ch&r chu, trong lic trong vioh diy
nhirng oge 16i dinh.-Bon linh gac sap di phién rdi d4.
Chid hiy man lén !

Ted van binh tinh béo :

' ~= Anh dirng néng. Em gin xong roi day. Hién gw
4 em khong thd bd di dwgc. Em d3 g& cho té liet tdt ca
ngoai trir Plymouth' va Luan dén. .

— Chiia oi ! M3i hda tien deu co danll din san hay
80 :

— Anli doan" dung.- :

— Thé thi chd c§ cho ohanh 1én!
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~Téi 'x'oa.y »cii hgp ra sau lrng va quay sang Moriii;ue.
- — Minb nén ‘'di ngwge 1én phis.trén mét chiit, Em
-co6 the ber'C phanh du'o'c khong ? '

Glong nang rit virng,
— Em khde lim rdi.
Chung ti c h&t sic bwde that nhanh nhu'ng chang
nhanh dwoc bao nhiéu. Toi Tai phai lién mang xuﬁug gau

mé nwéc la noi cat cing ho'u Pém kha t8i. Chi cé cac
¥ sa0 1oi zudng mdt chit dnh sing. Nhung lic nay cén

nhanh chin hen la bi mat. T6i cé thé trong thdy dnh lira
cla chiéc Land Rover sau lwng chiing 181, bay givr da y‘éu‘
~ hon nhirng: vin con chdy. Téi hy vong bon ching vén
cdon chir cho t&i khi lia tit. v

Cin cit theo ki c v& hite hoa 48, ching’tsi chi con

cach &i8m hen gin mot c&y' 88, Ching t6i dang chay qua
mot khodng bai bi®n c6 nhidu tang da trdi-lén khéi mat
cét tir trén xa cho té6i bo nwée. Thinh thodng chiing tdi
lai vip chén trong bdng t3i. Lin thié ba tbi ning Monique
day shu khi nang viip té, 18i chot nhin thdy nang da gin
nhw kigt qué. Lic buwéc qua khdi ting 4, t6i din nang
lén bdr, cing ngdi dwédi mot géc kim twde. - '
Chidng t6i chwa kip 18y lai hoi thé thi toi bong :
nghe tiéng d%ng co xe vin tai mi 1én trén dwirng vé phia
tay trai. Toi lai tréo leén dinh bo &4, phin qua dim
~¢d cao moc trén dinh. C6 hai chié"c) xe vin thi. Ching
dang chay thit nhanh v& phia tdy trén con dwdmng doc
theo bor bien. Noi t6i dang rinh'la noi xa dwong hon
hét, nhwng t6i van c6 the trdng thiy trén mdi chiéc xe
¢6 hon mudi tén linh v trang tronmg 1dc xe chay qua.
" Hai chiéc xe vin tai dapg chay vé phia tay. Cé I8

En
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t6i dang dwrgc quan st mot cudc hanh quin gong kim
gdém hai chi€c xe ché diy ngwoi ti€n vé hwéng tay va
hai chiéc vé hudng dong. Nhin vé phia chiéc Land Rover
da bi chdy rui, téi c6 th® trag thdy hai cip dén pha di
dong vé nga Bragawitk, cé 18 d2 d5 quan xudog tim kiém
& midt bdi bidn dang kia. Bon chdng di thdy 6 ching
t6i khong bi chét chay trong ngon lira.

T6i con nhé bai bién tir ddo Luana d@8n vioh Lunna
dai 36 chirng ndm cdy ¢§. Néu bon ching ngirng lai d8
luc sodt mdi mét bui ciy doc theo phia dwéi bor da, céng
viéc d6 s8 mait kha nhidu th&i gir. Nhwag véi mét sd

" ngwdi qui phidu va diy dd dén bim nhw thé, cé 1& ching
8¢ lyc eoat rit nhanh va c¢6 th® téi noi ching t6i vae
khoang mudi hai gir khuya,

Mai téi ldc nay, nhin kj vi tri twong d8i caa con
dwirng, 161 mgi nhin thiy ching 16 hién dang & eat didm
“hen ma Andrews da chi dinh. Cugc d2o tiu da que. Biy

. gior chi cdn ché dgi. :
Té6i tudt trd xudng va tim gip lai Monique, Ti hoi :

. ~— Em khéong hé gi che ? . o
N — Khéng sao. Nhung mit qun. Minh co phal & xa
hon nira ? ,

— Minh téi noi ron. Bay gio mmh chi viée ngoi dei
Andrews. . :

— Va Ted. L R

Téi bdfo ¢ .~ - ST

— Phai. o ' - :

Nhirng trong hung t5i cé mbt cim gidc dau do‘n Cuoc-
tim kiém dang dién ra trén bai bien. Toi c6 thé trong thiy
dnh dén & ca hai phia, khong phai dén xe ma la dén pin,
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dang chifu loang lodng gifa nhirng lim cdy, trong lic ca
hai todp ngwdi truy nd b4t ddu tién gin ching téi tir hal
phia bii bidn. Anh déa lay doag khdng ngirag. Bon chiing
di dong nhach hon tdi twdog. o
Ching t6i ngdiim lm. Tai biét nang dang mét. Toi
biét t5i cling mét. Toi choang hai cdnh tay tdi qixauh minh -
nang va nang gi& ban tay ca toi sit vao gd ngwe ém diu’
cla pang. Téi k& ma trén dinh diu nang. :
— Stoart,
— Em néigi?
| —- Tinh the ra 880 ? .
— Khong dén ndi t&. néu Andrews mang dwgc tiém
thiiy dinh d¢n day.
— Con néu 6og ta khéng dén dwoe ?
T6i khich 16 :
-— Em dirng ndi bay. Ong ta 58 dén.
Naog hinh nhe khong nghe t6i néi va txep tuc theo y

™

’

nang @

— Néu 6ng ta khéng d€a, em wéc mong anh hidu ring
em yéu anh. Em chwa bao gi néi di¢u 46 véi anh.

— L& di nhién anh d4 hi€u. Khdi cidn em phii néira
biing 1&i. Tét ca nhifng l&i néi dd bi méo mé va rdch nat vi
dd qua qud nhidu clra midng cla nhing ugwdi thst l3a
mdt cich qud d dang ma lai khdng hidu dwye § nghia.

Nang khong néi gi trong mot hdi lau. T6i ¢§ gid cho
tam tri that trésg rbog. NhiFng hinh dnh dung mudn nhis
chhm cie diu Ac *Bi d8 bt 81 quan sit that sy chiug hi
vi Mt ehit mdo. To nhit dioh juay, wi khdi doh saug
trors .. on don enily, slogroyr oo ms :,:ii :iwaalt ho ra

y chi els -0 bdt t8i phii n:lc vao. Lu“u..uun douy Joog
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' _gach vun khéng cdn 16m hon mot nim tay, ding-ecdnh t8i
@i trong thay tai Nagasaki ba ngay sau khi bom nd. Ach
sang chéi Jda xuyén qua ké mat trong vu nd bom & Bikini,
Hoi Dong Noi Ci: quyét dinh sai lim, mudn 16 ra kiéu
hing theo gwong cia Churchill va chui dau vao dwéi mt
pim tay pha hoai ma Khong Lwc Hoang Gia lin nay vo
phmg ciru vin. Ted trong ngon nha g6 ding lam dai kitm

- soit hoa tien ¢8 tim cach ngin can thim hoa va bi bat ngay

. m diy b&i bon linh gac d30g phuc xim 1di bi ‘dem ra

xir ban. Ted nidin trén’ nén nha bang bé-tong clia dai kiSm

_ '.oit trong mi}.t vﬁng miu liy nbiy. Monique dp mat xudng

- bl cit mém, mii téc huyén cua'nang bi cat bac phu lén,
T& tat aoh sing bing mot eﬁ- chl viin mahh trong tri va

——Chua oi! ' - A
 Chic hin 15i phai kéu to ]&n,Hnﬁncho Homqne
[iﬂi thi thim hdi: ' 2
— Gi vy, Stuart? : . .
- Toi ddp : Co L T
— Xin 15i. Auh néi trong con mo mang.
f Nnng lai néi:
— Stuart, ém khéng thich dua ra mﬁt u&ly vong N
gia tao, nhong hinh nhw cé cdi gi ngoai kia. ™ -
_ Nang chi tay v phia bidn. Trii tim chis 16i. Iang len
‘tya b3 cé may ciy dién cre thoe vao do Tai c8 bt airc
nbin, ohung van khéng the tréng thiy gi ca, - :
— Trbng nd gidng nhwr cii gn’

Nang c6 vé léng ting. - :
., —Em khong chic 1im. Tréng né... gxﬁngnlm- mﬁt )
~ kh3i den, tit ci. chi c6 thé. Ben hon ci béng t8i. Né hoi
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vuong ﬂiﬁh‘, véd nﬁt mm nhon nh6 trém dmh.
. Téi baos -
—Riit ob th® 46 l& mdt cnnh bﬂom. Anh van khOng
thiy g Mit o t5t hon mit ach. ~ - -
J'To1 nhm ddng hd tay di tiép ngay :
—bi qta mudi hai givr khuya.
— NG vin con d6 thi phai?Stuart, né hiy con kia!
. — K& ra ciing d.'a.ng thé Iteu, nhung mioh bit dén lén ‘
t#c 1a chi r6 v tri cda minh. *Anh hy vong Andrews di
dafa vao b¥, néu em khong 1im. gay, ‘em hiy khum hai -
" biu' tay lai quenh los &3n 4% ogin chan énh gdng chxeu:
ra hai bén. .
- KHi hai ban tay ctia nang dd boc quanh mit kioh efia’
edy din pin, tdi hit mdt hoi thé dai va bt ndt. Tai chifu
d¢n theg ba chir 43 wéc hen 48 nhin bidt nhau.

‘Ching tbi nhin dwge phdc ddp ngay tirc khic. Kh&ng
~ phai tir béng t6i ngoai bitn, ma G todn truy nd gan chung‘
tdi nhit, v8 phia 4ong nam. D6 13 mot tring ti€ng nd.
nghe nhwr tiéng sing trodng. Tt khong the trong thiy diu
~ dgn tring vio nhitng chd ndo, nhwng chic chin rit gan,
vi nhigu hat cdt tung vao mit ching tdi. Bon linh da téi
"gan. chi cdn cach chun'g tdi khﬁntr qui ba' trim thwds..- -

'l.'ﬁi keo Monique uép vao' dtrél cﬁy kim hrécu ' '

Tsi bio nan& v

© "~ Em hay tﬁp tqc nhin ra ngoai bidn trong Iuc anh
chitng 16 cho bon chiing hl&. ‘mich khong pEa'il la hanv"
ngudi khong bletttp vé&, ~

Toi lay eay n&u lién vn ‘bd ra ngodi bai blan T61 bén
hai phat v& hai phi'a, kbong cin nhim vao g} het Toi biét-

khoing cach qud dai eo vm tam dan cia mét khdu- ticu
lién, ’



Khong (6 tiéog sing trk li. Nhung nhimg ogon den
pin ‘bit ddu di &%ng vé phia ching t6i nhanh hom ban
~ ndy. Boo ching cfiog biét khodng cich cdm qué xs. Téi
bin thém miy vitn vé ci bai phia. Anh dén pin hdn
tit. T6i biét minh khdng the bin trimg ai & khodng cich
uy. Nhung t8i biét bom thlmgdang mhng ﬁﬁn t&i
g!l chung tdi, tromg b6llg :

Bong Monique cit tiéng goi Igm:

— Zruart ! Steart ! Coi kia ! G5 nnlldm'

- 'Téi litn. ohin ra bise.  Diu higu cla t8i khong p]:h
‘chi 3!:’(_)'(f tra i bing mot aoh dém, ma bimg hanh dbng.
Mt ludng dvh sing tde ra tir mot didm cao hon wit owéc
¢hirng ba thwéc. Toi b8i 13i mit mdt gidy cho ddn khi
- nhin thiy nhitn béng ngwdi chen chibe nhau qua ludng sing,

Roi to6i -qui thit d6 I chiéc titm thdy dinh. Nhitu
nguwyi dang 48 ra khoi ndp tau chay 1én boong. Chide ti¥m
thay dinh chi céch xa bai bién bay tim trim thwée. -

Mot phit sem, t6i hitu vi sa0 c6 nhiu ngwoi tréo 1én
khdi pdp tau. T8i trong thdy nhing lin dan trii sing tir
ngoai bi®n bay theo hioh vong cung vao bai diu cda bai
bién. Trén tau o6 ai thong minh doén ding anh den pin.
Ho lign bin vao nlnrng noi ban nay vira thiy anh sang,’
Sau loat dan tréi eéng dau tién, t6i con nghe thém ti¢ng khac
. dgn deun dan cas bhai khiu dai lién bSn mwoi ly dit & mu
_ va Mi cha ti®m thiy dinh bin vao hai dim quan truy kich

. trém dio Monique m chit canh tay ciia téi, mida may nlnr
#i2n cadog, trong hic vin con ngdi trén cit,
~ Tiépg sing chi bin mot hdi khéng liu 1im, r8i ngirng
hin. Trong biu khéng khi im ling cé dgc, toi dwt nghe
mft tifng noi vomg lén tir mé bién.
'+ — Dunbar ! Dunbar ! Oog & din ? T& &phi.my'

- --_‘.
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- P6 Ia tlengnéi cﬁa Colin Andrews. :
Téila to : .
—Chung “toi dang téi dﬁy ! .
T6i cém tay Monique va ching téi chay loang choana
- xudng bai bién, mang theo hai cdy tigu lién. Khi chung
tdi téi chd cat wét & gin nwée, toi c6 th trong thiy
‘'mdt béng den dirng bén canh mét vit thip vira dwee kéo
18n mit da cugi. Ching t5i cing tifn vé phia fy. Pé W
- Andrews. Ong ta ndm cirng cinh tay -cha tbi.
— Dunbar, t6i mtrng dwge ﬁp Ong an’ toan. Chao '
C.O Menard :
* Gigng néi cha ong ta cb vd l(mh dam, T6i cét tiéng
. cwyi mft cich lac 16ng trong lde . bng ta néi tidp :
_ — Miunh hay ra khéi day nguy Phe minh chl cd
chirng nay ?
— Khong. Em t5i daug li da ¢é mit tai day Ong
dgi 161 mot lat.
Toi 18i chide mdy truyen tin tir sau krng T trwée
.vn néi vao may ; : :

- Ted! Stuart day ! Chd -higo 6' ﬁ‘n ?
’ Ted trdn tinh trd Wi ¢ o
= Kia, anh hay néi nhé mdt chit, Coi chirng ko
phii bdi thwdng mdy vi am 4. Em vira xong vige & ﬂiy '
- 'va s chudn trong mdt phit niva. - )

Ngay sau tleng ndi cia Ted, t8i nghe m@t ti€ng sing
nd, tuy khbng gan chiing t3i, nhwng qua by phin phéng
thank nhd xiu clia chiéc mdy truyén tin, nghe thgt don
va lanh lanh.

~— Ai bdn vay, Ted ?

— Khﬁng 0 gl dang k8. Chl b hm tén gac vira den



-

_ va bat gdp xdc chet hém wgoai. Tui né dang-thin ting-em
‘vai hiép. Fm € xir tdi bon chung, anh du-ng lo.
— Ted, tau dén roi l
" Ted dép ngay: :
o'~ Em rit fi€c phii’ trﬁdmyen niy. Anhlmy lén tin

va sh3 neo di l-se gip avh sau, ngay sau khi em
g tlll-hlonn xong miy tén b3 may.

) qum Andrews lay chwc niay tmyen tin khdi tay t&
wva nﬁ v6i Ted &

— Daunbar, diy Ia Colin Andrews. C6 Ie chung téi
kho-g thé ckd ong dwge. Néu khong, va péu Ong cb
the doat mdt chiéc tau, ching 16i s€ chay quanh khoang
b5e dim vé phm nsm, trong bitn Friday Sound, liv tédi
mic t6i da coa chung "$0i. ]

Tiéng n6i ciia Ted vang lai: , .

— Buwoe rdi, xin rdm on ong. Biy giv t5i phu dl.
Téi e ¢B gang dén thit sém,

Andrews tri miy truyén tin lai cho t6i va ho

- — Thoi, minh &i. Tré qui roi _ .

Ching t6i 46 Monique lm'éc vio chi&'xnb‘ng €20 su
- va dwa ning 16i pbia miii, qua kbdi dan chéo ngin. An-
drews va 16i cing day xnong, 13i cho t&i khi nrée 1én téi
d3u gbi mdi nhiy vao. Ong ta titn t&i trwée u cam chéo.
Toi- budng mish xuong khoang. : '
© Ongtanéi:

— Ché hoi qué sirc, nhe mét dn& thny%n de anll
&Go/wes( )Nhlrngmmhsedltall.m. -

{n) Cowes : mdtl ihénh ph& noki mal »d 14 mt frung {4m
dn thagEn irén dde Wight cia naéc Amh. din s8 d¢
chirng 15. 000 ngudi {clec.d.g) '
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Tox nhin v$ phla saw hmg troag lic ong ts khéi sur
_ chto. Hai t0in ngudi sin dudi ching tdi ban ndy trén bai
“bién dé@ nhép lai thanh mét. Bon chung dang tim chung
t6i dwréi ciy kim twéc véi nhirng cdy dén pin bat sing.
-.Ching van chua cé 7 nghi ching t6i 8@ rori khéi bii bida.
" Trude khi ching kip hiun sy viéc d3 x3y ra nhe thé nao

.. thi hai khiu d4i Jién b8n mwoily lgi khai hde, bau x3i xi

vao ddm dén. Nbung céc xa thu khéne the bin thip xuéng
88 cho tring dich vi ho biét chung toi dang & trén duwing
dan. Tuy ohién, phirng tiéng nd khiog khiép trén dinh by
384 ciing A0t khin cho bon ngwdi sin dum phdi tat dén.
' Andrewe dang 8 sfc kéo manh méi cheo, nhwng -
'Whohng céch tir ching toi téi bai bidn chi gia tink mpt
“¢hech®v6 cing chim. Chifc xudng she bi ai kéo tri lai.

[ Xudng cso su Ia loai njog nd kké cheo hon h&t. Nhit &

khi phdi ch& téi ba ngwddi, thi lai cang t¢ hon vira.

" Tai cBi &6i gidy va chidc quin tdy dai cling do choang.
Téi tréo ra khdi xudng, xudng duéi mréc va bit diu ddy
vao dudi xudng hinh tron. Téi dap that lau vao diy bidn,
diy cit. Pwyc miy bwéc, déy bign thut sdu va tdi tiép
tgc dap chiun trong nwée, cd gik . cho nhirng chife dap
cla 16i #n nhip véi hai mdi chéo Chdng t5i bit ddu-
di dong nhaoh hon mdt chit. Nwée bidn lanh nhw nwée
d4, ohirng may gidy sau né lam cho toi t& céng va tdi
‘khéng con cdm thdy qué lanh nia. Mot com muwa lit phit
dang kh&i sy roi. Dy la mdtcon mua rao thuong xuyén
trong ving. Chi cich xa mét trim thwée, trvi- Jai quang -
ding. ; : ' :
Andrews chqt quay dau Tui, goi :

— C6 Meépard, co hay budc qua méi cheo b&n phii

- . c@a tdi, vao trong khoang. R&i <& nam xudng va nfu Iy
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“tay Dunbar de giip Ong &y them virng.

Miy gidy sau, ti trdng thay khudn mit xanh X80 hmh
trii xoan cla nang ngay phia trép mit téi va cam thdy hai
ban tay nang ném chgt hai c§ tay t6i. Nang ndm sdt ngudi
‘1én khoang, cim ké 1én man xu‘éng cao su, Nang mim cudi

véi tol. Tﬁl dap manh hon, ¢ troi 1én cao 48 hon chop
~iii c&a nang. Nang bat cum thanh tiéng. .’

Andrews lai bdo :

— Hay nep sat xuong, d8 trinh dan.

Qua that sing lai nd, nhung lin nay tir phm bnl bién,

Bay gid' hei khiu bSn mwoi ly dd ngirag bin, céc todn quin.

" truy kich d& phdng dodn ching t5i hign & ddu. Bon chiing

- khong the trong thdy chidng toi, nh\rng du ching bin phong :

. chirog di nira ching tdi vin nom nép lo sg. Tsi nghe’tiéng
phirng ddu dan roi 16m bdm xudng mwée. Chi cin linh:

- phii mot vién cung dii mét r6i. o
Ping lic t5i nghi nhwe thé, ching téi bong bi soi sang

b&i mot ngon dén chifu cwc manh tir trén bii bidn. Téi
~ v6i vang nhin luk. Ach sing ‘chiéu vao chiing t6i phat xudt -

tir phia cao trén b 44, rd ring 12 mot ngon dem d§t trén -
mot chiéc xe vin tai dang ddu trén du'o'ng. Téi c6 dap manh
hom chit nira. '

Monique néi : i .
.. += Anh qua thit la m6t may tau thweng hao hang. L
- Toi dép :

— Em dtrng dua nika,
Loi ndi cia tbi dwge nhin manh ngay ldc d6 bdng
mét tieng dan dai lién. Monique giat nay mmh
— Em khong hé gi-ca ché ?
Nang tra loi :
- = Em khéng sao hét.
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Vién dan da tring vao chlec xudng. baug cao su, phia

trén lda nwéec. :
Gin nhw ngay lic 36 t6i chot nghe mot ti€ng nd dai
~ phia sau lrng. Téi ¢hi ngaz phién mot hic, mic diu trrée
- . &6 t6i chwa hé pghe, Khong phéi mot chiéc xe vin tdi dang
ché ngon den chidu dju trén dwong. PJ la mot trong nhing

chiéc xe thj€p gidp ma Anson da tirng néi t&i. Khiu sing 88

ly dang bin vao ching téi. Lan nay téi cAm thdy hon la nghe

qué dan trai phd roi xudng nuwéc & v phia bzn phii cla
chiing t6i. Qua dau tiép theo roi- xuﬁng nwrdc cung mit khodng -
" . cich v& phiabéo-trai -

Andrews vira chéo vira bdo: ,

— Bon ching b#n theo 18i gong kém nim ngang,

Du 16i béa thudc logi gi di nira, ¢6 18 hiép thie ba
chung t6i 88 linh &d.

“Thiy thu doan trén tau lai khai hda bing hal khio
bén mwoi ly. Nhe c6 énh den chisu, ho a3 trong thiy
ching t6i ra kha xa "va cé the bén phia trén dau chiung t6i.

Tsi nhin lui ding lic 48 trong thdy mot trong hai khiu
bén mwoi ly xdc dinh dwge vi tri cha chiéc thiét gidp trén con
du'b'ng canh bii bin. Anh dan trai sdng yéu &t mau vang
cam nhwr phu hoa -véi ngon dén chi€u d8 soi r5. Anh sing
dbt nhin tat hét. Nhu'ng béng t6i phwr bi xé rich ngay lac
dé bm mdt tiéng nd, rdi mdt ngon lira mau vang cam bung
. 16n. Chigc thiét gidp dang chdy mot cich dir ddi.

Anson khen :

— Bio hay lim !

Téi quay lai dap manh cung véi nhirng mdi chéo, cdm
thdy chiéc xulng nhd dang nhip nhang trwdn téi. Toi thim
cam on Monique dang nim chiit cb tay 15i, vi man xuong
bang cao su. rat khé niu.
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Nang chot néi s :
— Mioh sip téi noi ri. :
Téi bidt wing c§ khich 1§ 15i, Ning khong thS trﬁng'
dny dwge chide tidm thiy dioh phm sau lmng nang. Ni _
~ budng mt)ﬁmn tay ta a8 vu3t téc va nirée dmh tren mat
~tbi. Ban tay ciia nqng lanh ngit -~
Nhu'ng nangdi ngi (Tung My gl}y sdu tdi cam tx
. mﬁl xudng dung phéi mf: vat gi virag chac To: trbngt
' kh8i den clia chi¥ tau nggm

¥ oin 7«01 ry .

Andrews cit chéo vio khoang, Ton ggc cn pax canh tay
lén man xudng va d mic cho_than hinh nﬁ-a chim nira
odi trong nwée bidn, Momque choang hai canh tay quanh
8 tbi. Tdi cAm thiy hoi &m cla mgt nang sat viio ma ti.

* T6i bdo ning:

—Em hgy t&i phia trweée di. Ho 08 keo anh lén sau

+  Aodrews 85 ning ding dgy, T6i trong thiy hai edi vong

kg xudng cho dang bim &y rdi kéo ning lén khdi héng.
tiém thiy dioh cho t&i boong tau. Sau d6 Andrews quay
eang toi.

— Duunbar, 6ng hiay niu chat. 'Toi 86 xoay tron chiéc
xadng. C6 mot cdi thsng & ngay phia trtén diu dng.

Ching t5i 43 an toan. Bay gi¥r tiéng " siing trén bii bién
di ngirng od. Nhehg rét cé thd bon lioh gic clia Auson
68 dwra mot chidc thiét gidp khéc téi day. Néu thé, lop vb
mdng cla chiéc tiém thiy dinh &8 lam nguy mdt cich
trim trong. T6i dd tirng trong thdy bong tau liag chi vi -
lic Ir dung vao bén, va téi khdng mudn ching ki€n cinh
m6t vién dan tim mwoi tim xuyén qua thanh tau.

- Thé1a ching tbi dd an toan. Nhu-ng Ted vn con &
tren Saint Sudra, va trong lic Ted con & dé chiag t51 chu'a
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thdt sw binh yén va hoan toan sung swong, Ca thé gigi
ciing thé.

Téi cam thiy toan than dau dén lnc vira méi bwée
1én ba nic thang thdp nhi! troug nwéc bién lanh trwrdce khi
_ t3i cAm thdy bai cdi voug tromg vao cd tay. Ngudi ta

‘kéo t6i 1én troug lic mdt ciip vong khic dwge thd xudng
" d8 kéo Andrews. M0t nguwdri lidng mét chi€c mén day lén
mich tdi Lic t6i dang leo doan thang sit cudi cing d& lén
boong. Ho con kéo phu t6i. Hai chén t6i t& cong khi ra
khéi nwéc lanh,

- Mot vién dai dy Hii quén tré tudi mic do choang
“len ddt. mf xanh niém n& nbéi voi toi : o
— Chso mirng déng lén taun Venturer
Andrews b2o ngay : ,
— Pai iy, theo téi nghi minh nén Jn gép. Dunbar,'
toi rdt My lam budn. Mdy v6 hiéu hdéa chwa lam hal'
dwgc minh, phung minh khéng the qué mao hxem
-~ Téi dap

- — Miy &6 da bi dap nat roi. Ted da dap nat va heng

- . xung dwdi bién.

— P56 khing the a bb may 660 nhit.

. - 12 bd miy duy nhit dwee dem dit tai dny.

- Andrews trd L mdt ciach nghiém trong.:

— Va réit ¢6 the bon ching dit lai mét mdy khic
trong vong it phit. Nhwng nfu by méy hién tai da hur,
c6 nghia i minh c6 the sip dit mdt cudc tan cong Ién.
d30. Pai dy Thomas, t6i ciin gu-i mdt birc dién tin.

— Xin ving.

 Néi doan, vien dei iy Hai quin quay sang vién of
- qean dang ¢4 phin sgr trén boong :
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-~ Ong Fanning, hiay dwa Bai dy Andrews xufng gip
§1 quan truyén tin, Ludn fién éng hiv dwa Ong Dunbar -
di liy 4o quan khé.

Tai van c8 néi :

-~ Pai. dy, xin cho téi hdi mét di€u. Minh khéng
th® cho thém uira gio hay sao ? Em (6i hién & trén dédo
va sip stra dén day.

— Ong Dunbar, 16i hét sic tige. Da khong cé bon
mia rdi d6 trém bai bien di nira... ' o

Opg ta ngirng mot 1t va chi tay v& phia ddng bic.

— Ong hdy xem kin kia. Ong c biét 46 la nhirng
thir gi ?

Toi lidn nhin theo tay éng ta chi. Ba chid ogw 16i
dinh dang chay nhanh dén, chiéc nao chiéc ndy bat dén
sang rve. '

~ Toi gat daa. .

— Ving. B6 la ohitng chic pge 16i dinh trang bi
v6 khi diy dd. Ong uéi ding. Opg khong thd lidu mang
hy sinh chié¢ tau nay.

Thomas néi véi toi:

— Xin cam on &ng. _

Boap ong ta quay sang vtén si quan duéi quyén 3

+ —~ Qog Fenning, hiy thong béo cho vdc ban trén tau
chuin bj lin ngay tirc khic. '

Tat cd moi ngwdri trén boong d8u vdi v tryut xudng
ofp tiu, va nip dwec déng kin ngay. Téi ding phia
dwéi nép thu, mot léc sau miét méi quen véi aoh sdng.
Téi 1> md téng thiy Monique dang ch¥ tdi. Nang dén
bén t6i va t6i trum nang sit mioh t6i trong chiéc mén
mad ngwdi ta da ném cho toi trén boong, rdi téi méi
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nhin thdy minh dang khdc.

Andrews 43 t6i sau lrng toi tir lic nho toi khéng
15, mai d&n khi dng ta lén tiéng : \

— Dunbar, ong ché quéd lo buén. Ching 15i da wéi
véi em oOng ching ti 88 & ddu — chi cich xa médy dim
trong bién Friday Sound. Thé nao 6ag &y ciing &€ gip lai
minh.



